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What a Tale for - Stevenson to Have Told!

By BRIAN HOOKER
ON\'I': in a blue woon seme work ap

pears whase interest is far less for
iteelf than for the ecompanson which it
affords with some classic already recog-
nized. Mr. Beroard Shaw's Caesar and
Cleopatra, for exnmple, will hardly of
itsell’ nstound the world; but in campari-
son with Awfony ond 'leapatra and with
Juling Caesar it <erves Lo tlluminate Lhe
contrusted urt of Snaw und Shakespears
and to set off azainst cacli other the Fliza-
bethun drama and onr own,

:*_‘-unj{‘ﬂ_\‘ Mre Ciiffornd 8. Rnymoud's
new novel, The Mystery of Hartiey
House, tNew Yook, George H. Doran

A= 1M l'u'll M’:!) o somae
werage tale of the typ
sugwested by ot~ tle. Dt ils theme hap
peus {o be prewisel s Lt of The Master of
Rallaw!rac- 1= u <lory of the hate he.
tween {wo brothers. And o structure and
treatment, 10 the later bouk is
[l‘frl'i'll'\' the comjdement of Stevenson's,
being  everswbere where be s

wenk and weshor where Le s stong,

Whether by Lo aemdent or by
dln-sigu, the vomparison of the two offers
an mleresting objerl lesson wn the arl ol
fiction ; Lor 1l us from the
side nol only Low Steverson made o greal
novel, bt have made it
Erealer,

Company, $1.44
whal better thm
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Stevenson’s Two Strands.
Vo tor oof Ballantrae
and 1ts great

The story ot Th
once may lake lor gronied;
qun.l:lif's of style and huoncler and analy-
sis of human nainie a0 less well and
widely known . Iin? as azaimst these obvious
and familiar ments there are (aults hard-
Iy less universa'ly telt, withough less fully
e story separates as it
J{rate diverse in
catirely appropriate
(T llf wo c-nfur-
n angle thread.
wiedvdramatie by tums,

harmeler amd a wild

A

undorstoond
were
tone and

i twe vetns ar

til et

W each other, I

string at ran sl
It is dramatie ol
a serwiis tragesin o
yarn ol e

The two strams aex but will not com-
bine. And nearls coere pender fecls that

the trugie pont ol the lale sre oot only

FHC BT gRe aivenlure,

batter worth duinz than the merely ad-
venlurous, bl e much  betlter dons
The final seene. 1o e, whers Lthe

Masivr 14 resis-ilated from s grave,
coanes Wikh a senise et lirmx;-rurllll‘hﬂnti it
ought somehow (o e mwore sensativnal
than it is: and the most uoenitical admirer
cannol but find 1 mrenor to the first re-
turn of Lhe Muaster from abroad or Ehe

eerval duel at the Mo of Durnisdoer

Story, Structure, Telling.
Now, there
three seeral

sonvenwnt ¥

are in any work of fietion

- wheea 1t as often
First, the

hetness

dstaruish

slory itself cree of svents wlieh
eorstaiute i matter of the L..d
s Wt ttnaltn tnalls Lo ha
warvoed.  Sesewd - wtvize, the par
wnlur o A thesr svenls are
solintend e 1 sod utud AT wl
By b sl s el Lhe par
tietilur worl . Uhted, the ox
TARL I s, i manner in
whicl the tn J vords and st
foom

W " anall e
1=l =l Lan
Thar ot ' arrapgeed for
prrosat Lo n helween the
fwas ¥ onima
iile - + .lili'. ns (4
1! WLt 1 of 15 mverted inooue

strmetion =o as to be told backward Trim

thee vrad to the begmnmg;, whercas the
actual even's are of eourse suppescd Lo
have taken place in ehronologieal order
The third element, that of sheer writing,
v ensily enough distingnished.

Still farther to clarify this analysis,
consider il for a moment uas from the
guthor's point of view. He has three
seversl things (o socomplish . To find o
imagine a good story, a striking sene.
ol events; lo arrnnge this matersal of
fectively, selecling some seenes and chas
aclers for specal emphusis, onatting o
ridinaling  otherz, and decding

onder 1he events are W tolil
te write the book

wliad b

and fisally,

“Hartley House”

T setual story told s The Myt oy
Hartlen Hlitise 18 thus conevvisd : Habor
and Arthuare Dobson fell bwars 1o Hie
family esiale upon the banks of the Hud
son wob fur from Ossining. Richard. e
elder hrollier, was a brule and hully, o
as a chiid and in maturity a profleate.
Arthur,
from

wl

by nalure goniul and o
vkt
ard Lhe obijevt of his abuse

The enputy belween the two o
i figrht at mudnighi upon the viver bk,
Arthur | Py
Recovering, he contrived o disappear in
sueh a
fichard had wiordered hin and (hrown Y-
lu\(l)‘ e Line =slresm

wa4d

civildhioed  the of hie matwe

m whirh was smblen ~ips

manner a5 lo leave evidence tha

Richand was sonleneed to Life pmpieson
menk,

under
Tortmne

Arthur measnwhile, sheod
made friends il
a happy marringe He
\'--:--In.[ inlo a mon strong and woise and
life
lained upon Lhe |;.|l|-r,|:._l:,|:.,,, i serpel
and trinmphant revenge.

After the lupse of yeuars bad left hon
safe from revognition he returned o buy
the famuly house and -elile
tpwne Lhe soeme ol s reroembered woong -

fivinge

another name,

nrd

Tovable, whase whaols wis vl i®

down  ther.

and  wlone

to the prison an wlach
brother wus conflined,  Has wdenliny wo-
knowa {0 los wite; to his servand, Jod,

man cuilured and ambsiions beyond Gis
lorn belween loyalty to his ma-ter
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pare a3 an imaginalive ereabion with Ar
thur Dobson, the study of nsonl nonrished
and strengihened uwpon revenge, and for
the perfection and jll*ﬁrt'll' : of Jus
iriumph bringing forth out of that ewl
snl the fowers of eullure and the fruits
ol kindliness. The rather neateal person-
alty of Lady Anne 15 of fur less deamatic
value than her eounterpart, the Chrestian

wifee loathing her hashand’s crime yel
abetimg it oul of sheer tove and under-
standing.  Tha servant, Jol. morsover,

with has h'n'_:ml_; of musplacd rolinement,

the Urustrute hedonist of g desires,
alterly  mnserupnlous and  sctich exvept
for o une seraple ol dovaity, o Iiman
ol Besiie whieh jronee old M

ol hirinks mnsaen v,
A vet the el siperarity is ol
o e characters but in the plot, Ther

s miv need of detadod eonoaent 1y st

ont how mueh firmer and wore logenlly
Kring Mre. Kaymond's story, Low mueh
mere concenlruled upon s theme, bow

muvh richer in deamalie sihwibion ad an

--Ppn.—ful.lf: ws for sensolwm and I ERCTR RN

It 15 here alone thal Stevenson really
Fmis.  OF s eharaetioes, v artually
ereal and the obhers by sheor teat!s sl
l:‘llil s 0l ll!'Ilhl':a. Al B Tolpmin RIS RY
nboave failure. Bt heo plot 00 contased
btwevn fragedy and sdventues, hetwern
lwmnn natore and sensattonalion. A great
prart ol 1l 1= rt-l_\ extr The sl
enturs with Teseh The Preate, the oy
wiles i the tropeos and in Eedoy as e

Tatamd }-j.' the (bevalivr Burle,
do with the
They have no
twn with the tale: and to
uiribute somethmg 1o the
HLH

Forve noth

e 1o bhetwesn twi

ot huers forrval oonne
that they

vharaeter ol

the M =ier 15 mveh meore than an

CRUI=®

Where Stevenson Excels

Thos fur we have been speaking by no
mu=atis ol the two books i theis com-
pdiiend Lorm bl anly of 1he Girsl elemenld
n each, the elunent of the aviual slory
B --'eguml.l_v il v ol conceplion,

il ol embodiment, of the prlacn el perit

of onche ale, not of Lhe deprve o winieh
Ui = potenbindilivs sre cloovisd The
morenl we begin 1o compine the Tariher

vlementa of strueture and csoralion the
superiorlies ol The YHyster Huartlen
| { EETB .'n'l.'u}"{_.‘ mnd  entirels ceaae,

Mr Raymo d s smesioed o belter
Lory Thait Stevenson'<; bt ¢ g« no dise

to bim thot Le o= neither

it o swoundly por

raragemrnt

vartgsd prpelad werllgng 1!

«owell. Tu a sense the very companson
1= unfair; sines b los madde no atlenpt
to realize the lenge posabnlities of s
el et He s cliessn o eonsiruct

formmia ol

s dade wpen the ordio

the wystery stooy, ddecnnae 1 = dhaet in-
teresl Prom e grwdoad =l of the
thon and Trom (i Lottt
prodnued.  Apeordinstiy hie T
w0 ¢ towird the vod. wien Ariliur
Proheon 15 already an old g mge ot
I ET iy ”-l'l--' l?--i‘ ol 1 el .
| bl walic sliWeaultoes i the heepinge

b e pwl The Bu'L of the ool |

et mpy owirlly P odetoots vl b garesan
tetitire 0 Fisconion: 3 Trneals sl
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el viss ol Hie stios I saliy
i ts thei- thirown fie sete petalosespshiont
iy o b bty gindd b cobiunind

la-t few poames
How Stevenson Wrote

Having anugrined . &0 polinally  govat

wivel, Mreo Havmond elusce goedesily to
wiher e b mo more than o goond bones|
pyvstery sluey,  Slevepson, havine  con
vl owald Lade of adventourons ro
sapee, ded oot eliooses o) Gl e Tollowesd
be D ovevn Niest g Lok dannan, urnid =0
mank by it of sheer oo il skl
Wsmianship posel partly erey
1 L} " ll wMmn
in 3t Y the feroees
I PR bood Viewrn thoe b ML
Ny e anitedent, of u s el
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ent Lype ard tone From that of the com-
pleted hook.  ‘That Stevenson  relaine.
them even as meongruous and oulgrown
members of the linal stracture 15 due Lo
two plun reasons.  They were” part of
the original design, of the aclnal story
with which he began; and as such, be
took them for granbed i the subsequent
work of eonzgtruchion  and  eseeution.
Early and vividly imagined, they had as-
suined to his mind the eolor of anthenlig
facts: he really foreol to regurd them as

fletwonz of his own making, which he
mighl wisely alter or expunge.  Again,
e l:lﬂ}-lntu'-rl;‘l-' mendenis  were pre-

eisely that sort of vieleat and picturesqus
adventure  wlaeli lovind, bt
whichi (compuratively speaking) he could
never write. It did onol, 8= Alan DBreck
wanld sav, set his gemus But Sleven-
son, unlike Alun, was not (he man (o take
his own  genis He neither
underslood its nnture nor appreciated als
tmporlanee
Morality in"Motion,
The rreal power of Si
charaeter.  And eluirneter s he saw at
mesnt the embodinent of morals and of
sprie=. Aol bir so loved for
s OWH sk, ek sbahly
tionad s sl el comple Gon of his mend,
las Pt us

StV

<eriotisly

venson was for

wirn, W Ill!'!'

fomed g the no-
andl Hhirough
worality e wolion

He stands aloae

cilw |\l|'|'l
s the man who Zave
A conseiwnee Lo adventuee, who made the
Wtafl of the Shoder Calevhism burst
inlo burning Wo=soms of rominee. From
The hlm.-umlh'r lo e Jebyll, Trom Her-
tor ddamd s diverse
work 15 oue n spint, a honuly of howl-
wlodeama,  And (he defoels of lua
aqunlities Fanls Lo
tib ihe =abslanee, when the advenlure be-
romes

The

Al ry

wirshism T reamir

nee
ing

ST when the =it
the humanity.
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single volome

mesngrnoeus witl
Master of Bulla.
witlin the compuass ol 5
T and best It i
eonrae, will all ia i-hln""l'-- T IEY
i Lo whutl grenlee
thing Stevenson mieht have muade of he
had chaneed upon The Mystery of Hart.
lewy Howse on that cold mght when heo
went oul to seek a alory under the slares

Irae shuwa
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The League of Nahons,
To-day and To-morrow
By H. M. Kallen $1.50 net

Irrreaa o Scean Hlaow, sdited by Caraline
1% Atkbiasen, Tnarssductiog by Fadward Kyoreet

Hale, Jr Bright, gomnpy “lettors of light™
v an Amerivan woman of rare intetlyggenes
and Hterary gifls written in the years J2{x-
1006 Mustrated, 472 poges L
Can ulb‘l‘ KL Hupy . iy Murrison I Swint
A ariline hoak Ay antagontmes von
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